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Thursday, October 5, 2000

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, a woman who
becomes pregnant in less than ideal cir-
cumstances has a difficult road ahead no mat-
ter what action she takes. She faces serious
questions about what will happen to her fu-
ture: Will the father help? How will I afford the
costs? What will my family think and will they
support my decision? How am I going to get
through this? It is an incredibly scary time and
the ultimate question is whether her life will
ever be the same.

My biggest concern for a woman in this situ-
ation is that she may see abortion as the easi-
est solution—when there is no easy choice.
Too often, I hear stories about women who
are frantic for a solution and rush to an abor-
tion clinic without learning about the long-term
emotional and physical consequences. As a
mother and a grandmother, I can tell you that
pregnancy changes a woman’s life forever—
even if the pregnancy is not carried to term.

The law states that women have the right to
choose between carrying the baby and
aborting it. Before she makes the decision, I
pray that she is given the information and the
support to truly be able to choose what is best
for her and the tiny baby.

This bill strengthens a woman’s choices in
two ways. First, it increases access to infor-
mation about adoption in the health clinics
where it is needed most. Women facing un-
planned pregnancies deserve to hear about
their options from a well-trained counselor who
can provide accurate, up-to-date information
and refer them to a reputable placement agen-
cy.

This bill also authorizes a new grant pro-
gram for research and additional services
(such as mobile health clinics to provide com-
prehensive health services, including
ultrasound screenings), to enhance access to
health care for pregnant women and infants,
including grants to increase access to prenatal
care, ultrasound services, and prenatal sur-
gery.

Prenatal surgery is now a very realistic op-
tion. Look at this picture that was taken by
Max Aguilera-Hellwag—this baby underwent
prenatal surgery to correct spina bifida. Sarah
Marie Switzer was born on August 22, 1999.

Mr. Speaker, there are many exciting pro-
grams contained in this bill, and I urge my col-
leagues to vote in favor of H.R. 4365.
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IN RECOGNITION OF BENNIE L.
THAYER

HON. NYDIA M. VELA
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ZQUEZ
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Thursday, October 5, 2000

Ms. VALA
´
ZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today

to pay a sad farewell to Bennie Thayer, the
long-time President and Chief Executive of the
National Association for the Self-Employed,
who died October 2.

As a retailer and manufacturer himself, Mr.
Thayer knew small business issues from the
inside out. On the first day that I became the
Democratic leader of the House Small Busi-
ness Committee, he came to my office to ad-
vocate the need to accelerate the 100 percent
deduction of health insurance for the self-em-
ployed.

He was a regular fixture in the Halls of Con-
gress, where he frequently testified about the
importance of simplifying government regula-
tions for small businesses, clarifying the

home-office deduction and promoting tax fair-
ness.

When Mr. Thayer talked, I listened, because
I knew he spoke straight from the heart of the
small business community.

He has such an impressive history of ac-
complishments on behalf of small businesses
that it is impossible to list them all adequately.
He chaired and served on the boards of nu-
merous local and national business associa-
tions concerned with economic development,
credit development, small business enhance-
ment and general business growth. In this ca-
pacity, he advised three Presidents on small
business issues.

He authored a book that examined health
care issues from the standpoint of small busi-
ness owners. It was called, ‘‘We, the People:
An American Solution to Health Care Reform.’’

But his accomplishments don’t stop there.
He served as the State Chair of the Maryland
delegation to the 1995 White House Con-
ference on Small Business and as the Re-
gional Implementation Chairman. He was also
on the Microsoft Small Business Technology
Board to promote computer and information
technology to small businesses nationwide.
And he served as the Co-Chairman of the
Maryland Delegation to the 1986 White House
Conference on Small Business.

He was a renowned public speaker, appear-
ing on various radio and television shows to
increase awareness of the opportunities and
challenges of the self-employed.

I will remember Bennie Thayer as a pas-
sionate champion of small businesses, a man
of principle and someone who cared deeply
about his community.

While the nation’s small businesses have
lost a great advocate, Mr. Thayer’s legacy will
live on in Congress and in the hearts of the
self-employed.

I salute Bennie Thayer and extend my sym-
pathies to his family.
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